Pascha 2017

CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!

Dearly beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

We greet you all in the joy of Christ’s glorious resurrection, in His victory over the tyranny
of death. During the celebration of this Feast of feasts, we hear the words of consolation
which consistently arouse in us the joyful spirit, a surge of spiritual strength and a bright
hope in a better future which awaits us.

Despite the times in which we live, with its difficulties and fears, we find comfort in our
holy Faith because, in it we find hope which brings peace to our hearts. Through Christ’s
glorious resurrection the death to which He was condemned because of falsehood is
vanquished. This is why our Paschal hymns are so joyous and festive and this brightness
accompanies us during the whole paschal season.

Saint Justin Popovich tells us: “Man sentenced God to death; by His resurrection, He
sentenced man to immortality. In return for a beating, He gave an embrace; for abuse, a
blessing; for death, immortality. Man never showed so much hate for God as when they
crucified Him; and God never showed more love for man than when He arose. Man even
wanted to reduce God to a mortal, but God by His resurrection made man immortal. The
crucified God is Risen and has killed death. Death is no more. Immortality has surrounded
man and all the world.”

Let us now continue to live this Feast of the Resurrection all the days of our lives. Together
with the Holy Apostles and the Myrrh-bearing Women who were blessed to witness the
great mystery of the salvation of the world, we too, must also be witnesses and participants
in it to share in the Resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and proclaim for all to

hear CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!
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